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FOREWORD 

The Nauru Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) 2024–2025 marks a significant milestone in 
our ongoing commitment to understanding and improving the economic and social well-being of our 
people. As the third national HIES conducted in Nauru—following the inaugural survey in 2006 and the 
second in 2013/14—this edition continues a vital tradition of evidence-based policymaking and inclusive 
development. 

Household surveys such as the HIES are essential tools for capturing the living conditions, consumption 
patterns, and income dynamics of our population. They provide the foundation for informed decisions 
across government, development partners, and civil society. The ideal frequency for conducting a HIES is 
every five years, ensuring timely and relevant data to monitor progress, evaluate policy impact, and 
respond to emerging challenges. While the gap between surveys has varied, the 2024–2025 HIES reaffirms 
our commitment to regular and rigorous data collection. 

The results of this survey will serve the Nauru Bureau of Statistics (NBS) in several critical areas. They will 
support the rebasing of the Consumer Price Index (CPI), ensuring that inflation measurement reflects 
current household consumption patterns. The data will also be embedded into the rebase of the National 
Accounts, strengthening the accuracy and relevance of macroeconomic indicators. Furthermore, the survey 
will enable the derivation of poverty measures, helping to assess the severity and distribution of poverty 
across the country—an essential step toward targeted social and economic interventions. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to the households who participated, the dedicated field teams, and all 
stakeholders who contributed to the success of this survey. In particular, we acknowledge the tireless efforts 
of the NBS HIES Management Team: 

 Survey Coordinator: Mrs. Trixi Thoma 
 Assistant Survey Coordinator: Mr. Evaristus Ika 
 Administration and Accounts Officers: Mrs. Sharalyn Agigo and Mrs. Orchid Kamtaura. 

And our committed fieldworkers: 

 Field Supervisor: Mrs. Trezintha Fritz 
 Enumerators: Mrs. Marlison Tikon Demaunga, Ms. Nazarene Caleb, Mrs. Kate Dongobir, Ms. Kellie 

Tebouwa, Ms. Irima Edward, Mrs. Bionda Stephen, Ms. Darreanna Detenamo, and Mrs. Iud Hubert. 

We also gratefully acknowledge the technical support provided by the Statistics for Development Division 
(SDD) of the Pacific Community (SPC). Special thanks to: 

 Mr. Bertrand Buffiere, for leading the questionnaire training 
 Mr. Toga Raikoti, for providing training in Computer-Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI) 
 Mr. Mosese Qaloewai and Mr. Olivier Menaouer, for their work in cleaning the data and producing 

this final report. 

Finally, we recognize the Government of Nauru for fully funding the HIES 2024–2025, demonstrating its 
strong commitment to data-driven development and national progress. 

Together, we move forward with a clearer understanding of our households, and a stronger foundation for 
shaping Nauru’s future. 
 

Mr Ramrakha Detenamo  
Officer in Charge  

Nauru Bureau of Statistics  



Nauru 2024–2025 HIES Report  Page vi  
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CI Confidence Interval 
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SPC Pacific Community  
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WHO World Health Organization 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Nauru’s 2024–2025 Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) collected a wealth of information on 
household expenditure, income, own-account production and consumption. It also collected information 
on sectoral and thematic areas, such as gender, education, health, labour, primary activities, transport, 
information and communication, and cash transfers and remittances. The data produced via the Nauru 
2024–2025 HIES will be used: 

 to derive expenditure weights for the revision of the consumer price index; 
 to supplement the data available for use in compiling official estimates of various components in 

the System of National Accounts; and 
 to gather information on welfare and food security in Nauru. 

The data will inform indicators under the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and guide 
social and economic policy.  

The HIES was implemented over a 12-month period, from March 2024 to March 2025. The survey was 
implemented over one year to capture seasonal fluctuations in income, expenditure, consumption, and 
production patterns.  

This is the third HIES to be conducted in Nauru, with the previous surveys being undertaken in 2006 and 
2012/13. 

1.1. Context 
Nauru is a small island country located in the central Pacific Ocean, about 53 kilometres south of the 
Equator. With an area of only 21 square kilometres, it is the third smallest country in the world by land area 
and has no official capital, though government offices are in the Yaren District. Moreover, given the size of 
the country, there is no urban and rural area in Nauru.  

The country belongs to the region of Micronesia and the nearest neighbour is Banaba from the Republic of 
Kiribati located 330km to the east. 

Politically, Nauru is a parliamentary republic and a member of organizations such as the United Nations.  

Nauru's official languages are Nauruan and English.  

Map of Nauru 

 
©: SPC 
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1.2. Economy 
The official currency used in Nauru is the Australian dollar (AUD). The country is isolated and is hence 
dependent on imports such as food and fuel. The country is also vulnerable to climate change, notably to 
rising sea-levels as well as environmental degradation and severe resource limitations. 

Nauru is a coral island surrounded by a reef, with a central plateau rich in phosphate deposits that were 
once the backbone of its economy. After decades of intensive mining, the phosphate reserves are nearly 
exhausted, leaving the island with limited natural resources and economic challenges.  

The country relies on aid, fishing licenses, and hosting an Australian offshore detention centre for revenue. 

1.3. Population 
Based on the 2021 Population and Housing Census figures, Nauru had a total of 2,021 occupied private 
households with a population of 11,680 persons.  

Table 1: Total population as per the 2021 Population and Housing Census 

District Households 
Persons 

Male Female Total 
Yaren 139 398 405 803 
Boe 131 417 428 845 
Aiwo 225 655 603 1,258 
Buada 174 490 479 969 
Denigomodu 60 171 177 348 
Nibok 122 368 356 724 
Uaboe 57 174 167 341 
Baitsi 91 259 264 523 
Ewa 82 260 277 537 
Anetan 118 408 387 795 
Anabar 93 283 282 565 
Ijuw 49 136 140 276 
Anibare 59 183 190 373 
Meneng 300 916 881 1,797 
Location 321 775 751 1,526 
Total 2,021 5,893 5,787 11,680 

  

  

©: SPC 
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2. SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

The survey scope of the 2024–2025 HIES was all occupied private households in Nauru.  

In a sample survey, a probability sample is drawn from the frame population using a specified sampling 
design. Sampling designs can range from very simple to quite complex. Typically, in official statistics, 
sampling designs consist of a combination of various sampling techniques and sample selection methods 
and may involve multiple stages of sampling1. The HIES sample for Nauru was selected using a simple 
random strategy. Dwellings were directly selected from the 2021 census listing while only the households 
surveyed in the 2023 MICS were excluded from the HIES selection.  

A private household is defined as a group of individuals who live together in the same private dwelling unit 
and share common living arrangements, such as meals or expenses.  

The sample was designed for the reporting of consumption, expenditure and income aggregates at 
national level.  

The sample was computed using the previous 2012/13 Nauru HIES, where the variance of the per capita 
monthly expenditure was estimated. This variance was used to derive the required sample size given the 
target to minimize the relative sampling error (lower than 5%). In addition, the response rate from the 2025 
was factored in the calculation. The objective of the 2024–2025 Nauru HIES is to provide estimates at the 
National level only. 

A total of 675 households were selected and spread across 45 rounds starting from March 2024 to March 
2025. A round of collection is a 1-week period during which each interviewer had to survey 3 to 4 
households.  

Considering the sample of 675 households and the 45 rounds field operation schedule, fieldwork was 
carried out by a single team consisting of four interviewers and one supervisor under the management of 
Nauru Bureau of Statistics (NBS). The questionnaire was administered through face-to-face interviews, with 
data entry conducted using Computer-Assisted Personal Interviewing software. The questionnaire was 
divided into 30 main modules as shown below: 

 household ID  international trips 
 demographic profile  financial support 
 health  livestock 
 communication  agriculture 
 alcohol  fisheries 
 other individual expenses  handicraft 
 labour force  floriculture 
 food away from home (FAFH)  hunting 
 food recall  legal services 
 non-food recall  household services and taxes 
 partaker  other household expenditure 
 dwelling characteristics  remittances 
 assets  financial inclusion 
 home maintenance/construction  food insecurity 
 vehicles  shocks 

 

Household food consumption was collected via seven-day food consumption recall. All transactions (food, 
non-food, home production and gifts) were collected by different recall sections of the questionnaire 
during the same visit. The traditional 14-day diary, which was used in the 2012/13 HIES, is no longer 
recommended for use in the Pacific region. 

 
1 Source: SPC’s Sampling Guidance Guidelines for the Pacific  



Nauru 2024–2025 HIES Report  Page 4  
 

All datasets generated from each questionnaire module were cleaned and edited using syntaxes developed 
with the Stata software. All variables in the datasets were checked and validated to deal with missing 
values, inconsistencies, skip patterns and “other” options. At the end of the process, sampling weights were 
calculated using the two steps shown below: 

1. The first set of weight is computed using the inverse of the probability of the valid households to 
get selected, adjusted to address non-response; 

2. The second and final set of weights is adjusted to match the population structure by age and sex of 
the 2021 census. 

Variables then used for the adjustments were: 

 age of the household head; 
 sex of the household head; and 
 level of education of the household head. 

A total of 378 valid questionnaires were received out of 583 contacted households, giving an overall 
response rate of 65%, as shown in Table 2. 

Table 2: Nauru HIES, sample and achievements  

 # dwellings % rate 
 Selected Contacted Interviewed Valid Response Completion 

Nauru 675 583 386 378 64.8% 56.0% 
 

Table 3 presents the various reasons for households not being interviewed, with “cannot contact household 
head” accounting for the largest share of non-responses (47.7%). Refusals to participate represented 
another 20.3% of the total. 

Table 3: Nauru HIES, reason for non-response 

Household member away at the time of the interview 10.2% 
Vacant dwelling 14.2% 
Cannot contact household head 47.7% 
Refusal 20.3% 
Other 7.6% 
Total 100% 

 

The Nauru HIES 2024–2025 encountered several operational challenges during its fieldwork phase, which 
ultimately impacted the overall completion rate of the survey as shown in Table 2. 

One of the primary difficulties was staff turnover, particularly among interviewers. While initial recruitment 
was successful, many staff members found the workload and time commitment more demanding than 
anticipated. The length of the interviews—necessary to capture detailed household income and 
expenditure data—proved unsustainable for some, leading to early resignations. This placed considerable 
pressure on the NBS management team, who had to swiftly recruit and train replacement staff to maintain 
momentum and ensure continuity in data collection. 

Despite these internal challenges, household participation remained largely cooperative. Most households 
were willing to engage and contribute to the survey process. However, the lengthy nature of the interviews 
did contribute to survey fatigue, with some respondents experiencing discomfort or impatience during 
extended sessions. This occasionally affected the quality and completeness of responses, especially in later 
stages of the interviews. 

These combined factors—interviewer turnover and respondent fatigue—were the main contributors to the 
lower-than-expected completion rate. Nevertheless, the NBS team remained committed to data integrity and 
worked diligently to ensure that the collected data met the required standards for analysis and reporting. 
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Table 4 below shows the number of interviews completed by round and by district. It should be noted that 
no interview was completed and considered valid during round 45. 

Table 4: Number of interviews completed by round and by district 

Rounds Number of interviews Started Ended 
1 10 25/03/2024 31/03/2024 
2 12 1/04/2024 7/04/2024 
3 6 8/04/2024 14/04/2024 
4 11 15/04/2024 21/04/2024 
5 9 22/04/2024 28/04/2024 
6 10 29/04/2024 5/05/2024 
7 11 13/05/2024 19/05/2024 
8 10 20/05/2024 26/05/2024 
9 15 27/05/2024 2/06/2024 
10 12 3/06/2024 9/06/2024 
11 12 10/06/2024 16/06/2024 
12 13 17/06/2024 23/06/2024 
13 9 1/07/2024 7/07/2024 
14 8 8/07/2024 14/07/2024 
15 10 15/07/2024 21/07/2024 
16 9 22/07/2024 28/07/2024 
17 15 29/07/2024 4/08/2024 
18 11 5/08/2024 11/08/2024 
19 11 19/08/2024 25/08/2024 
20 10 26/08/2024 1/09/2024 
21 12 2/09/2024 8/09/2024 
22 11 9/09/2024 15/09/2024 
23 11 16/09/2024 22/09/2024 
24 11 23/09/2024 29/09/2024 
25 10 7/10/2024 13/10/2024 
26 9 14/10/2024 20/10/2024 
27 8 21/10/2024 27/10/2024 
28 5 28/10/2024 3/11/2024 
29 7 4/11/2024 10/11/2024 
30 11 11/11/2024 17/11/2024 
31 8 25/11/2024 1/12/2024 
32 7 2/12/2024 8/12/2024 
33 8 9/12/2024 15/12/2024 
34 8 16/12/2024 22/12/2024 
35 5 6/01/2025 12/01/2025 
36 3 13/01/2025 19/01/2025 
37 11 20/01/2025 26/01/2025 
38 4 27/01/2025 2/02/2025 
39 5 3/02/2025 9/02/2025 
40 2 10/02/2025 16/02/2025 
41 4 24/02/2025 2/03/2025 
42 2 3/03/2025 9/03/2025 
43 1 10/03/2025 16/03/2025 
44 1 17/03/2025 23/03/2025 
Total 378   
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For more details regarding survey methodology (e.g. information on sample frame, weighting, data 
collection, as well as data processing), the questionnaire and technical documents (e.g. classifications), 
please refer to the following documentation on the Pacific Data Hub – Microdata Library: 
https://microdata.pacificdata.org/index.php/catalog/882. 

  

https://microdata.pacificdata.org/index.php/catalog/882
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3. REPORT STRUCTURE AND DEFINITIONS 

3.1. Report structure 
This report provides definitions to assist its interpretation, then a brief summary of the 2024–2025 HIES, 
which is followed by presentation of the results of the analysis of the survey in relation to: 

 population and household profile; 
 household expenditure;  
 household income;  
 food consumption patterns; and 
 inequalities. 

The analysis aims at presenting the main findings on household income, expenditure and food 
consumption, along with some demographic results. A series of statistical tables and appendices are also 
included. 

This report presents information, such as household income and expenditure, at national level. It also 
provides an overview of Nauru’s population, as well as its structure. All income and expenditure estimates 
are reported in local currency unit (AUD), unless otherwise specified. Through the application of sampling 
weights, all reported results are extrapolated to be representative of the total population. 

3.2. Definitions 

Scope 
As stated in the Survey Methodology section, this report encompasses all occupied private households and 
aims to analyse the results at national level. 

Private household 
A private household refers to a group of people who live together and pool their money and cook and eat 
together. 

Household members 
Household members refer to the list of people who are attached to the private household, economically 
depend on it with intention to stay or intention to return if they are away (students, migrant workers etc.). 

Sex ratio 
Ratio of males to females. 

Dependency ratio 
Ratio of dependent persons (i.e. those who are not in the economically active age range, including those 
aged below 15 and those aged 65 years and older) to the economically active population (i.e. persons aged 
15 to 64 years). A high dependency ratio means that those of working age, and the overall economy, face a 
burden in supporting the economically inactive population. 

Expenditure 
Expenditure tables exclude intermediate expenditure, but non-consumption-based cash transfers are 
included, unless otherwise specified. 

COICOP 
Consumption expenditure follows the United Nations Statistical Division’s Classification of Individual 
Consumption According to Purpose (COICOP). This COICOP consists of 12 divisions. 
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Income 
The income aggregates reported herein are all net of intermediate expenditure unless otherwise specified. 
This means intermediate expenditure is deducted from the income reported by households. 

PACCOI 
Household income is classified using the Pacific Classification of Income (PACCOI). Income categories are 
broadly made up of five PACCOI divisions: 1) employment income; 2) property income; 3) transfer income; 
4) gifts and remittances income; and 5) imputed rents. 

Cash expenditure  
Cash expenditure refers to expenditure incurred through cash-based transactions, where a good/service is 
acquired in exchange for money. 

Subsistence expenditure  
This is the value of a primary product that is home-produced (e.g. livestock, crop, fish) for household 
consumption. 

Gifts received 
This refers to the value of gifts received by the household for consumption by the household. 

In-kind gifts 
In-kind gifts are goods or services provided by an employer (e.g., fuel, mobile phone, top-up) that the 
household consumes. They count as both income and expenditure because the household receives and 
consumes them at the same time. 

Rents 
Rent refers to the amount actually paid by renting households, or the estimated amount (i.e. imputed) that 
a household would pay in rent for households that live in a dwelling they own (i.e. owner-occupied 
dwelling), or for those that live in the dwelling without rental payment (i.e. provided for free by an 
employer, family member, or friend). 

Intermediate expenditure 
Intermediate expenditure refers to expenditure associated with any production activity of the household 
(e.g. households purchasing pig food for raising and selling their pigs) but not activities associated with 
final consumption expenditure. 

Food away from home 
Food acquired and consumed away from home. Food away from home is unspecified, as only the actual 
amount spent (if purchased) or estimated (if gifted) is reported. 

Remittances 
Refers to cash income received from a non-household member as a financial support to the household. 
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4. POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLD PROFILE 

This section provides a brief profile of the population – the persons and households – of Nauru. The HIES is 
not a demographic survey, but it collected interesting information on households and the economic 
activities of the population. This is presented below. 

4.1. Household characteristics 
Figure 1: Household population 

 
2,021 

Private households 

 
11,682 
persons 

 
5.8 

Average household size 
 

As per the 2024–2025 HIES, Nauru had 2,2021 private occupied households and a total population of 11,682 
persons. This population includes all household members listed in the roster according to the definition.  

The average household size in Nauru was 5.8 persons compared to the 6 during the last 2012/13 HIES. 

Table 5: Demographic characteristics of the household population 

  
Sex 
ratio 

Dependency 
ratio 

Median 
age 

Pop 15+ 
married/de facto 

Nauru 1.02 68 21 54% 
 

The sex ratio shows us that there are 102 males for every 100 females in Nauru.  Nationally, the dependency 
ratio stands at 68, meaning that for every 100 persons of potentially economically active age, there are 68 
persons who are not in that age group. It should be noted that around 38% of the population is aged 0 to 
14 and another 2% is aged 65 and above. The median age in Nauru is 21 years old. This means that half of 
the population is aged 21 years or less and the other half is aged 21 or more. 

Figure 2: Households participating in primary activities, by activity 

 

Nationally, 46% of households participated in ‘any’ primary activities, including fishing, livestock, 
agriculture, handicraft, horticulture and hunting. Most of these households were involved in livestock and 
agriculture activities both representing 33% while Handicraft represented only 2%. 

19%

33% 33%

2%

14%

6%

46%

Fishing Livestock Agriculture Handicraft Horticulture Hunting Any
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Table 6: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) indicators 

SDG Indicator Nauru 
3.8.2 Catastrophic health spending (all persons) – 10% 0% 
4.3.1 Participation rate of youths in formal & non-formal education (15–24) 34% 
5.5.2 Women in managerial positions (15+) 57% 
5.b.1 Mobile phone ownership (10+) 76% 
6.1.1 Population using safely managed drinking water services 90% 
6.2.1 Population using safely managed sanitation 69% 
7.1.1 Population with electricity 96% 
8.3.1 Proportion of informal employment in non-agriculture employment (15+) 13% 
8.5.2 Unemployment rate (15+) 1% 
8.6.1 NEET (15–24) 50% 
9.2.2 Manufacturing employment as a % of total employment (15+) 1% 
10.2.1 Proportion of people living below 50% of median income 10% 
17.8.1 Proportion of individuals using the Internet (10+) 80% 

 
 
 

 

  

©: SPC 
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5. HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE 

This section provides a summary of the main components of household expenditure in Nauru. The first 
subsection highlights the total household expenditure by COICOP Division and expenditure source. The 
next subsection is analysis of the distribution of household consumption expenditure by COICOP Division 
and expenditure source. The last subsection covers expenditure by COICOP Class.  

Household expenditure is made up of many different categories and types of expenditure. There are three 
expenditure categories: 1) consumption expenditure; 2) non-consumption cash transfers; and 3) non-
consumption intermediate expenditure.  

For the sake of this analysis, expenditure tables exclude intermediate expenditure (category 3) unless 
otherwise specified but non-consumption cash transfers are included. The reason for this inclusion is 
because non-consumption expenditure cash transfers are usually a significant component of Pacific Island 
countries and territories (PICTs) household cash exchange, including in Nauru. However, this category is not 
used for consumer price index (rebasing, or for poverty analysis). Non-consumption expenditure is a type of 
expense that the household incurs while there is no good or service provided in return for that expenditure 
(e.g. donations to the church, or to another household).  

Food, food away from home, alcohol, kava and tobacco were collected using a consumption approach. All 
imputed rents were estimated directly by respondents.  

Average annual household expenditure and the annual per capita expenditure are also included in this 
analysis for more comparability. There is a multitude of opportunity for more in-depth analysis and 
thematic studies. 

5.1. Total household expenditure by COICOP Division and source 
Total annual household expenditure amounted to AUD 129,732,900 in 2024–2025, with intermediate 
expenditure excluded, while monthly household expenditure was AUD 10,811,100. 63% of household 
expenditure was cash-based, with another 32% being imputed rents (for dwellings owned outright or 
provided for free). Gifts represented 4% while home production and in-kind gifts both accounted for less 
than 1% of total household expenditure. Consumption expenditure (with intermediate expenditure and 
transfers excluded) was at AUD 128,679,600. 

Housing represented the highest share of total household expenditure, 37%. Food and Restaurants and 
hotels respectively accounted for 23% and 14% while Health and Education both represented less than 1%. 

The average annual household expenditure was AUD 64,190 while average per capita annual expenditure 
was AUD 11,100. 

Table 7: Total annual household expenditure, by COICOP Division and expenditure source (AUD) 

  Cash 
Home 

production 
Gifts 

received 
Imputed 

rent 
In-kind 

gifts 
Intermediate 

exp. 
Total 

Food and non-alcoholic beverages 27,315,133 527,230 1,371,902       29,214,265 
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco and narcotics 6,675,657 37,514 383,948       7,097,119 
Clothing and footwear 1,803,358   49,660       1,853,018 
Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels 5,769,579   260,407 41,464,837 40,689   47,535,511 
Furnishings, household equipment… 2,725,608   193,544   1,447   2,920,599 
Health 93,923           93,923 
Transport 6,243,622   65,667   3,577   6,312,865 
Communication 6,388,021   99,429   40,463   6,527,914 
Recreation and culture 4,959,749   87,865   35,150   5,082,764 
Restaurants and hotels 15,673,176   2,496,825   22,425   18,192,427 
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 Cash 
Home 

production 
Gifts 

received 
Imputed 

rent 
In-kind 

gifts 
Intermediate 

exp. 
Total 

Education 53,908   5,072       58,981 
Miscellaneous goods and services 3,787,372   2,796       3,790,169 
Non-consumption – Cash transfer 831,067   222,249       1,053,317 
Non-consumption – Intermediate expenditure           996,067 996,067 
Total 82,320,174 564,744 5,239,366 41,464,837 143,752 996,067 130,728,939 

 

Table 8: Average annual household expenditure, by COICOP Division and expenditure source (AUD) 

  Cash 
Home 

production 
Gifts 

received 
Imputed 

rent 
In-kind 

gifts 
Total 

Food and non-alcoholic beverages 13,516 261 679 0 0 14,455 
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco and narcotics 3,303 19 190 0 0 3,512 
Clothing and footwear 892 0 25 0 0 917 
Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels 2,855 0 129 20,517 20 23,521 
Furnishings, household equipment… 1,349 0 96 0 1 1,445 
Health 46 0 0 0 0 46 
Transport 3,089 0 32 0 2 3,124 
Communication 3,161 0 49 0 20 3,230 
Recreation and culture 2,454 0 43 0 17 2,515 
Education 27 0 3 0 0 29 
Restaurants and hotels 7,755 0 1,235 0 11 9,002 
Miscellaneous goods and services 1,874 0 1 0 0 1,875 
Non-consumption – Cash transfer 411 0 110 0 0 521 
Total 40,732 279 2,592 20,517 71 64,192 

 

Table 9: Average per capita annual expenditure, by COICOP Division and expenditure source (AUD) 

  Cash 
Home 

production 
Gifts 

received 
Imputed 

rent 
In-kind 

gifts 
Total 

Food and non-alcoholic beverages 2,338 45 117 0 0 2,501 
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco and narcotics 571 3 33 0 0 608 
Clothing and footwear 154 0 4 0 0 159 
Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels 494 0 22 3,549 3 4,069 
Furnishings, household equipment… 233 0 17 0 0 250 
Health 8 0 0 0 0 8 
Transport 534 0 6 0 0 540 
Communication 547 0 9 0 3 559 
Recreation and culture 425 0 8 0 3 435 
Education 5 0 0 0 0 5 
Restaurants and hotels 1,342 0 214 0 2 1,557 
Miscellaneous goods and services 324 0 0 0 0 324 
Non-consumption – Cash transfer 71 0 19 0 0 90 
Total 7,047 48 448 3,549 12 11,105 

5.2. Share of household consumption expenditure, by COICOP Division and source 
Table 10 shows the distribution of household expenditure by COICOP Division and source of consumption. 
Most of cash purchases were on food (Food and non-alcoholic beverages and Restaurants and Hotels) while 
almost half of gifts received were on Restaurants and hotels. 
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Table 10: Total annual household expenditure, by dwelling type and COICOP Division (AUD) 

  Cash 
Home 

production 
Gifts 

received 
Imputed 

rent 
In-kind 

gifts 
Total 

Food and non-alcoholic beverages 33.2% 93.4% 26.2% - - 22.5% 
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco and narcotics 8.1% 6.6% 7.3% - - 5.5% 
Clothing and footwear 2.2% - 0.9% - - 1.4% 
Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels 7.0% - 5.0% 100.0% 28.3% 36.6% 
Furnishings, household equipment… 3.3% - 3.7% - 1.0% 2.3% 
Health 0.1% - - - - 0.1% 
Transport 7.6% - 1.3% - 2.5% 4.9% 
Communication 7.8% - 1.9% - 28.1% 5.0% 
Recreation and culture 6.0% - 1.7% - 24.5% 3.9% 
Education 0.1% - 0.1% - - 0.0% 
Restaurants and hotels 19.0% - 47.7% - 15.6% 14.0% 
Miscellaneous goods and services 4.6% - 0.1% - - 2.9% 
Non-consumption – Cash transfer 1.0% - 4.2% - - 0.8% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

5.3. Household expenditure, by COICOP Class 
Table 11 shows household expenditure at a more detailed level, which is by COICOP Class as well as the 
percentage of households incurring such expenditure. Please refer to Appendix 1 for more information on 
relative sampling errors and the reliability of aggregates at COICOP Class level. 

Table 11: Total annual household expenditure, by COICOP Class (AUD) and proportion of households consuming such item (%) 

  Amount (AUD) Households (%) 
Food and non-alcoholic beverages 
Bread and cereals 6,396,284 96.6% 
Meat 8,959,748 90.5% 
Fish and sea food 3,990,997 64.6% 
Milk, cheese and eggs 1,948,234 71.5% 
Oils and fats 542,458 67.3% 
Fruit 1,426,793 40.8% 
Vegetables 1,439,201 51.7% 
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and confectionery 1,024,050 71.5% 
Food products n.e.c. 1,106,910 76.0% 
Coffee, tea and cocoa 1,331,037 87.6% 
Mineral water, soft drinks, fruit and vegetable juices 1,048,552 58.2% 
Alcoholic beverages, tobacco and narcotics 
Spirits 313,383 2.5% 
Wine 54,904 1.4% 
Beer 758,010 9.4% 
Tobacco 4,881,780 54.3% 
Yaqona; Kava; Sakau 1,089,042 12.8% 
Clothing and footwear 
Clothing materials 4,099 1.0% 
Garments 1,585,653 78.8% 
Other articles of clothing and clothing accessories 17,577 3.8% 
Cleaning, repair and hire of clothing 52,202 8.1% 
Shoes and other footwear 193,488 37.6% 
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  Amount (AUD) Households (%) 
Housing, water, electricity, gas, fuels 
Actual rentals paid by tenants 159,233 0.5% 
Imputed rentals of owner occupiers 41,464,837 99.6% 
Services for the maintenance and repair of the dwelling 101,503 4.8% 
Water supply 1,545,975 77.9% 
Electricity 3,288,556 94.7% 
Gas 932,750 65.9% 
Solid fuels 42,658 1.0% 
Furnishings, household equipment and routine household maintenance 
Furniture and furnishings, 247,636 11.4% 
Carpets and other floor coverings 4,411 1.0% 
Household textiles 139,368 22.2% 
Major household appliances whether electric or not 838,997 28.9% 
Small electric household appliance 69,880 20.5% 
Glassware, tableware and household utensils 41,826 2.7% 
Major tools and equipment 90,605 7.8% 
Small tools and miscellaneous accessories 500 0.2% 
Non-durable household goods 1,463,262 70.1% 
Domestic services and household services 24,114 1.8% 
Health 
Pharmaceutical products 73,247 3.9% 
Medical services 10,614 0.1% 
Paramedical services 10,062 0.8% 
Transport 
Motor cars 769,204 4.7% 
Motorcycles 601,241 8.3% 
Bicycles 11,573 0.8% 
Spare parts, accessories for personal transport equipment 50,130 7.1% 
Fuels and lubricants for personal transport equipment 3,441,737 72.2% 
Maintenance and repair of personal transport equipment 9,350 2.7% 
Other services in respect of personal transport equipment 383,547 41.2% 
Passenger transport by road 74,150 10.0% 
Passenger transport by air 971,933 15.3% 
Communication 
Postal services 16,213 0.1% 
Telephone and telefax equipment 642,202 28.3% 
Telephone and telefax services 5,869,498 93.8% 
Recreation and culture 
Equipment for the reception, recording of sound, pictures 222,072 11.1% 
Information processing equipment 153,889 8.0% 
Major durables for outdoor recreation 70,856 0.8% 
Maintenance, repair of other major durables 818,874 4.0% 
Games, toys and hobbies 40,384 1.8% 
Pets and related products 586,470 10.5% 
Recreational and sporting services 724 0.3% 
Cultural services 174,586 24.6% 
Games of chance 2,973,282 22.3% 
Books 9,622 8.9% 
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 Amount (AUD) Households (%) 
Stationery and drawing materials 32,006 19.0% 
Education 
Pre-primary and primary education 54,972 4.6% 
Education not defined by level 4,009 0.9% 
Restaurants and hotels 
Restaurants, cafes and the like 17,885,673 85.4% 
Accommodation services 306,754 5.3% 
Miscellaneous goods and services 
Hairdressing salons and personal grooming establishments 11,762 6.4% 
Other appliances, articles and products for personal care 3,174,876 87.1% 
Other personal effects 11,703 10.1% 
Other services n.e.c. 591,828 39.0% 
Non-consumption - Cash transfers 
Non-consumption expenditure – cash donation to others 689,939 5.8% 
Non-consumption expenditure – tax, fines 65,536 4.8% 
Non-consumption expenditure – home investment 297,842 3.1% 
Non-consumption – intermediate expenditure 
Non-consumption – intermediate 996,067 16.4% 

 

  

©: SPC 
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6. HOUSEHOLD INCOME 

This section provides a summary of the main components of household income in Nauru. The first 
subsection highlights the total household income by PACCOI Division and source of income. The next 
subsection describes the share of household income by PACCOI Division and income source while the last 
subsection is a more in-depth analysis of income by PACCOI Class. In this section, intermediate expenditure 
are included and subtracted from raw income as they allow to compute net income for households 
undertaking business activities. 

The average annual household income and the annual per capita income are also included in this analysis 
for more comparability. There is a multitude of opportunity for more in-depth analysis and thematic studies. 

6.1. Total household income by PACCOI Division and income source 
Total annual net household income was AUD 141,122,400, which makes a total monthly household income 
of AUD 11,760,200. Two thirds of household income was cash-based income sources (67%), 29% from 
imputed rents, 4% from gifts and less than 1% from home production and in-kind gifts. The annual 
intermediate expenditure, which was subtracted from the total household income, amounted to AUD 
993,000. 

Employment income represented the highest share of total household income, 56%. Imputed rents and 
Transfer income respectively accounted for 29% and 6% while Casual receipts and lump sum distributions 
represented 2%. 

The average annual household income was AUD 69,830 while average per capita annual expenditure was 
AUD 12,080.  

Table 12: Total annual household income, by PACCOI Division and income source (AUD) 

  Cash 
Home 

production 
Gifts 

received 
Imputed 

rent 
In-kind 

gifts 
Intermediate 

exp. 
Total 

Employment income 78,569,496 564,744     143,752   79,277,992 
Property Income 5,120,249           5,120,249 
Transfer Income 7,863,653           7,863,653 
Casual receipts and lump sum 
distributions 

2,947,304           2,947,304 

Gifts and remittances 202,076   5,239,366       5,441,441 
Imputed rent       41,464,837     41,464,837 
Intermediate (used to compute 
net income) 

          -993,034 -993,034 

Total 94,702,778 564,744 5,239,366 41,464,837 143,752 -993,034 141,122,442 
 

Table 13: Average annual household income, by PACCOI Division and income source (AUD) 

 Cash 
Home 

production 
Gifts 

received 
Imputed 

rent 
In-kind 

gifts 
Intermediate 

exp. 
Total 

Employment income 38,877 279 0 0 71 0 39,227 
Property Income 2,534 0 0 0 0 0 2,534 
Transfer Income 3,891 0 0 0 0 0 3,891 
Casual receipts and lump sum distributions 1,458 0 0 0 0 0 1,458 
Gifts and remittances 100 0 2,592 0 0 0 2,692 
Imputed rent 0 0 0 20,517 0 0 20,517 
Intermediate (used to compute net income) 0 0 0 0 0 -491 -491 
Total 46,859 279 2,592 20,517 71 -491 69,828 
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Table 14: Average per capita annual income, by PACCOI Division and income source (AUD) 

  Cash 
Home 

production 
Gifts 

received 
Imputed 

rent 
In-kind 

gifts 
Intermediate 

exp. 
Total 

Employment income 6,726 48 0 0 12 0 6,786 
Property Income 438 0 0 0 0 0 438 
Transfer Income 673 0 0 0 0 0 673 
Casual receipts and lump sum distributions 252 0 0 0 0 0 252 
Gifts and remittances 17 0 448 0 0 0 466 
Imputed rent 0 0 0 3,549 0 0 3,549 
Intermediate (used to compute net income) 0 0 0 0 0 -85 -85 
Total 8,107 48 448 3,549 12 -85 12,080 

6.2. Share of income, by PACCOI division and income source 
Table 15 shows the distribution of household income by PACCOI Division and source of income. Most of 
cash income originated from employment (83%) and Transfer income (8%). 

Table 15: Share of income, by PACCOI Division and source (%) 

  Cash 
Home 

production 
Gifts 

received 
Imputed 

rent 
In-kind 

gifts 
Intermediate 

exp. 
Total 

Employment income 83.0% 100.0% - - 100.0% - 56.2% 
Property Income 5.4% - - - - - 3.6% 
Transfer Income 8.3% - - - - - 5.6% 
Casual receipts and lump sum distributions 3.1% - - - - - 2.1% 
Gifts and remittances 0.2% - 100.0% - - - 3.9% 
Imputed rent - - - 100.0% - - 29.4% 
Intermediate (used to compute net income) - - - - - 100.0% -0.7% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

6.3. Household income, by PACCOI Class 
Table 16 shows household income in more detail, i.e. at PACCOI Class level, while showing the proportion of 
households incurring income at that same level. Refer to Appendix 1 for more information on relative 
sampling errors and the reliability of aggregates at PACCOI Class level. 

Table 16: Total annual household income, by PACCOI Class (AUD) and proportion of households incurring such income (%) 

  
Amount 
(AUD) 

Households 
(%) 

Employment income 
Cash income from employers 75,759,605 89.2% 
In-kind income from employers 143,752 9.2% 
Cash from agricultural crops 6,177 0.1% 
Subsistence from agricultural crops 99,572 3.9% 
Cash from fisheries 2,437,648 5.3% 
Subsistence from fisheries 455,941 4.4% 
Cash from livestock & aquaculture 56,868 0.9% 
Cash from handicrafts 251,186 2.2% 
Cash from hunting 58,011 1.6% 
Subsistence from hunting 9,231 0.5% 
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Amount 

(AUD) 
Households 

(%) 
Property income   
Home rental 1,733,741 4.8% 
Land lease 2,249,204 26.6% 
Royalties 1,137,304 15.2% 
Transfer income 
Social security 507,321 5.9% 
Superannuation/Pension 7,267,783 36.9% 
Child support 72,896 2.8% 
Grants, Scholarships and other grants 15,652 0.4% 
Casual receipts, lump sum distributions 
Inheritance 2,947,304 31.7% 
Gifts, remittances 
Cash gifts/remittances received 202,076 3.8% 
Gift received 5,239,366 61.9% 
Imputed rents 
Imputed rent of owner-occupied households 39,820,075 96.6% 
Imputed rent – Live in dwelling for free 1,644,762 3.1% 
Intermediate 
Intermediate exp – Agriculture -1,530 1.2% 
Intermediate exp – Fisheries -895,286 9.5% 
Intermediate exp – Livestock -43,688 5.3% 
Intermediate exp – Handicraft -52,530 2.2% 
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7. FOOD CONSUMPTION PATTERNS 

This section provides information on food consumption patterns using the Food recall, Food consumed 
away from home and Alcohol modules (COICOP Division 1, 2 and COICOP Group 111). These patterns 
reported from the HIES should be treated and interpreted with caution. The survey was not designed to 
conduct in-depth analysis on food. 

All the information provided in this section were extracted from the analysis done using the FoodStats-
HCES application.2 

7.1. Food consumption by food groups and sources 
Table 17: Per capita food consumption statistics, by food group 

Food group3 
Average edible 

quantity consumption 
(g/capita/day) 

Average food consumption 
in monetary value 
(AUD/capita/day) 

Average dietary energy 
consumption 

(kcal/capita/day) 
Cereals and their products 282.0 1.17 963.9 
Roots, tubers, plantains and their products 7.3 0.05 8.6 
Pulses, seeds and nuts and their products 0.9 0.01 3.2 
Milk and milk products 32.2 0.34 62.6 
Eggs and their products 8.2 0.11 10.5 
Fish, shellfish and their products 62.3 0.94 101.9 
Meat and meat products 189.7 2.19 393.9 
Vegetables and their products 18.5 0.27 5.0 
Fruits and their products 17.1 0.33 11.2 
Fats and oils 12.0 0.12 103.9 
Sweets and sugars 52.1 0.39 207.9 
Herbs, spices and condiments 16.8 0.19 9.6 
Beverages 129.0 0.82 115.6 
Foods for particular nutritional uses 0.1 0.00 0.7 
Food additives 0.2 0.00 0.4 
Composite dishes 61.2 0.92 101.0 
Savoury snacks 18.1 0.26 79.7 
Miscellaneous (incl. meals consumed away) - 3.14 626.1 
Tobacco and drugs 29.2 1.40 0.0 

 

Daily, a Nauruan consumed on average 282 gr of Cereals and their products and 190 gr of Meat products 
compared to 62 gr of Fish and seafood products. The consumption of Sweets and sugar reached 52 gr per 
day. 

The average person in Nauru spent around AUD 12.7 on food every day with the highest share being on 
Meals consumed away from home (AUD 3.1) and Meat products (AUD 2.2).  

On average, a Nauruan consumed 2,800 kcal every day. Most of the calories were originating from Cereals 
and their products as well as Meals consumed away from home and Meat products. 

 
2 FoodStats-HCES application: https://www.fao.org/measuring-hunger/food-consumption/computing-food-consumption-
statistics/en  
3 GIFT food groups developed by FAO and WHO for a simpler and more nutrition-sensitive food grouping, allowing non-specialist 
users to draw conclusions from food-consumption-related indicators. 

https://www.fao.org/measuring-hunger/food-consumption/computing-food-consumption-statistics/en
https://www.fao.org/measuring-hunger/food-consumption/computing-food-consumption-statistics/en
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Figure 3: Share of food consumption (in dietary energy) by food sources 

 

Calories could be sourced from food items that are purchased, home produced, gifted and consumed at 
home, or consumed away from home. At national level, three quarters of dietary energy consumption came 
from cash purchases consumed at home, 22% from food away from home, 2% from gifted items home 
production represented less than 1%. 

7.2 Disparities in dietary energy consumption 
On average, individuals consume 2,800 kcal per day. When looking at the dietary energy consumption by 
different population groups in the below table, we can notice some disparities. Overcrowded households 
composed of 8 members and above, consumed significantly less calory than households composed of one 
or two member(s). Households involved in agricultural activities also had a higher calory consumption than 
those not participating is such activities. Consumption quintile and education level of the household head 
were positively correlated with energy consumption.  

Figure 4: Average dietary energy consumption, by socioeconomic characteristics (kcal/capita/day) 
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Figure 5: Average food consumption in monetary value by socioeconomic characteristics (AUD) 

 

7.3 Diversity of the diet 
The diet of Nauruans is not sufficiently diversified as 20 food items contribute to almost 90% of total dietary 
energy consumption (with 157 items consumed in total) and the main 3 items contribute to 42%. 

Table 18: Top 20 food items with highest contribution to dietary energy consumption (%) 

Food item % Cumul. % 
Rice, not further specified 22.7% 22.7% 
Lunch away from home 13.0% 35.7% 
Noodles, instant (Maggi-type), dry 6.3% 42.0% 
Chicken, not further specified 5.1% 47.1% 
Sugar, not further specified 4.7% 51.9% 
Sausage, not further specified 3.4% 55.3% 
Dinner away from home 3.4% 58.7% 
Tuna, not further specified 3.1% 61.7% 
Oil, not further specified 3.0% 64.8% 
Coffee, mix (e.g. 3in1) 3.0% 67.8% 
Snacks away from home 2.9% 70.7% 
Crackers, not further specified 2.5% 73.2% 
Breakfast away from home 2.4% 75.6% 
Bread, loaf, not further specified 2.2% 77.8% 
Flour, not further specified 1.9% 79.7% 
Beef, canned, corned 1.8% 81.5% 
Pastry, not further specified 1.8% 83.3% 
Milk, powdered, full cream 1.5% 84.7% 
Beef, regular, cut not specified 1.4% 86.1% 
Fish, with rice and taro; mixed cooking methods 1.2% 87.3% 
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7.4 Quality of the diet 
Overall, two thirds of composition of the dietary energy consumption is from food items to avoid or limit4 
(such as processed cereals, meat with high fat contents or ultra processed food, etc.) while another 6% 
originated from foods to choose (root crops, fruit, whole grain bread…). Unclassified food category is made 
of items for which the composition is not known such as prepared meals, or food consumed away from 
home. 

Figure 6: Food consumption by food category (% of total dietary energy consumption) 

 
In terms of macronutrient composition of the diet, at national level, proteins, fats and carbohydrates 
respectively contributed to 16%, 29% and 53% to the dietary energy consumption, with only consumption 
of fats being in the ranges of WHO recommendations as demonstrated in Figure 7 below. 

Figure 7: WHO recommendations for macronutrient contribution and the dietary energy consumption (%) 

 
 

According to WHO recommendations, the quality of the diet in Nauru could be improved by:  

 Reducing meat consumption: total consumption of meat and meat products amounted 16% of the 
total dietary consumption, and WHO recommends 15% maximum.  

 Increasing fruit and vegetable consumption: total consumption of fruit and vegetables (around 40 
grams per capita per day) was inadequate compared to WHO requirements for healthy diet (400 
grams). 

 Increasing consumption of carbohydrates (e.g., brown rice, whole grain bread…).  

 

 
4 SPC-Public Health Division developed the “Pacific Guidelines for Healthy Living” to promote healthy living. These guidelines were 
used to categorize the food based on the characteristics and quality of those products. 
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8. INEQUALITIY 

This section presents some of the results surrounding income inequality in Nauru.  

The Lorenz curve and Gini coefficient are used to measure income or expenditure inequality. The Gini 
coefficient measures the inequality of income and/or expenditure distribution and determines the level of 
inequality by generating a coefficient with values ranging from 0 to 1; the higher the value, the more 
unequal the distribution is. A Gini coefficient of 0 illustrates perfect income equality, while a ratio of 1 
corresponds to a perfect inequality of income. The Gini coefficient is defined mathematically based on the 
Lorenz curve, which graphically represents the proportion of total income or expenditure that is 
cumulatively earned throughout the population percentiles. Population percentile by income is presented 
on the horizontal axis and cumulative income on the vertical axis. 

Table 19: Gini coefficient 

  
Income Expenditure 

Gini CI - CI + Gini CI - CI + 

Gini, national 0.31 0.28 0.34 0.31 0.28 0.33 
 

Table 19 illustrates the Gini coefficient for both the income and expenditure distribution. The Gini 
coefficient was at 0.31 and was similar across both distributions, with a slightly wider confidence interval 
using the income distribution (indicating slightly more variability in the estimate). The 95% confidence 
intervals are included for a better understanding and interpretation of the Gini coefficient. 

Figures 8 shows that the bottom 20% of the population accounted for around 10% of total household 
income in Nauru. The bottom 50% of the population accounted for around 30% of total income, while 80% 
of the total population accounted for around 60% of total income (or, in other words, 20% of the 
population accounted for 40% of total national income). The exact same interpretation can be done using 
the expenditure distribution. 

Figure 8: Lorenz curve using the income distribution 
 

 

Figure 9: Lorenz curve using the expenditure distribution 
 

 
 

Figures 10 presents the relationship between income and household expenditure on food items. It is clear 
that the wealthier the households were, the lower their share of expenditure on “Food, beverage” (COICOP 
Division 1) or “Food, beverage and catering services” (COICOP Division 1 and COICOP Group 11.1). This 
aligns with Engel’s Law, which states that as income increases, the percentage of income spent on food 
decreases, while the percentage spent on other items and services (such as recreation, household assets, 
transport, etc.) increases. 
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Figure 10: Share of household expenditure on food out of total household expenditure, by income quintiles 
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APPENDIX 1: SAMPLING ERRORS 

The tables in this section present the relative sampling errors (RSEs) for the expenditure and income 
aggregates. It is beyond the scope of this report to present sampling errors at a finer level of 
disaggregation; it should be noted, however, that there is an increased degree of error with finer levels of 
disaggregation, especially where income and expenditure categories have few transactions, and the 
sample is relatively small. 

As a general guide, the thresholds below can be used to help with interpretation of the RSEs and to guide 
the robustness of each aggregated income and expenditure estimate. 

 Data quality thresholds 

Colour code legend   
RSE of 0.00%  to 4.99%  Reliable estimate 
RSE of 5.00%  to 14.99%  Somewhat reliable estimate (use with some caution) 
RSE of 15.00%  to 24.99%  Somewhat unreliable (use with caution) 
RSE of 25.00%  to 100.00%  Unreliable estimate (not recommended to use) 

Relative sampling errors for expenditure aggregates 
Table 20 presents the RSEs for the total expenditure aggregates, by COICOP Division at national level.  

Tables 21, 22 and 23 present the RSEs for expenditure aggregates by COICOP Group, COICOP Class and 
COICOP Subclass at national level.  

Table 20: Average household expenditure and RSE by COICOP Division  

COICOP Division 
National 

RSE 
Food And Non-Alcoholic Beverages 3.6% 
Alcoholic Beverages, Tobacco and Narcotics 9.0% 
Clothing And Footwear 8.1% 
Housing, Water, Electricity, Gas, Other Fuels 6.0% 
Furnishings, Household Equipment… 8.3% 
Health 44.4% 
Transport 8.7% 
Communication 7.8% 
Recreation And Culture 11.3% 
Education 35.5% 
Restaurants And Hotels 6.6% 
Miscellaneous Goods and Services 8.4% 
Non-consumption – Cash Transfer 39.1% 
Non-consumption – Intermediate Expenditure 25.3% 
Total expenditure 4.0% 
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Table 21: Average household expenditure and RSE by COICOP Group  

COICOP Group 
National 

RSE 
Food 3.6% 
Non-alcoholic beverages 5.3% 
Alcoholic Beverages 21.7% 
Tobacco 9.2% 
Narcotics 25.0% 
Clothing 7.6% 
Footwear 15.0% 
Actual rentals for Housing 61.2% 
Imputed rentals for Housing 6.1% 
Maintenance and repair of the dwelling 37.1% 
Water supply, other dwelling services 24.7% 
Electricity, gas and other fuels 14.5% 
Furniture and furnishings, carpets… 21.1% 
Household textiles 16.0% 
Household appliances 13.4% 
Glassware, tableware and household utensils 43.2% 
Tools and equipment for house and garden 25.4% 
Goods, services for routine household maintenance 8.9% 
Medical products, appliances and equipment 56.5% 
Outpatient services 65.5% 
Purchase of vehicles 25.6% 
Operation of personal transport equipment 8.7% 
Transport services 20.8% 
Postal services 90.3% 
Telephone and telefax equipment 12.5% 
Telephone and telefax services 8.2% 
Audio-visual processing equipment 18.4% 
Other major durables for recreation and culture 28.1% 
Other recreational items and equipment 21.4% 
Recreational and cultural services 16.0% 
Newspapers, books and stationery 21.3% 
Pre- primary and primary education 35.8% 
Education not definable by level 64.9% 
Catering services 6.7% 
Accommodation services 33.6% 
Personal care 5.6% 
Personal effects n.e.c 23.6% 
Other services 52.3% 
Non-consumption exp. – cash donation to others 35.8% 
Non-consumption exp. – tax, fines 84.9% 
Non-consumption exp. – home investment 75.8% 
Non-consumption – intermediate exp. 25.3% 
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Table 22: Average household expenditure and RSE by COICOP Class 

COICOP Class 
National 

RSE 
Bread and cereals 3.4% 
Meat 5.5% 
Fish and sea food 7.0% 
Milk, cheese and eggs 5.7% 
Oils and fats 8.6% 
Fruit 10.0% 
Vegetables 11.9% 
Sugar, jam, honey, chocolate and confectionery 6.6% 
Food products n.e.c. 6.7% 
Coffee, tea and cocoa 5.8% 
Mineral water, soft drinks, fruit and vegetable juices 8.4% 
Spirits 39.9% 
Wine 54.1% 
Beer 25.4% 
Tobacco 9.2% 
Yaqona; Kava; Sakau 25.0% 
Clothing materials 53.8% 
Garments 7.2% 
Other articles of clothing and clothing accessories 43.2% 
Cleaning, repair and hire of clothing 33.8% 
Shoes and other footwear 15.0% 
Actual rentals paid by tenants 61.2% 
Imputed rentals of owner occupiers 6.1% 
Services for the maintenance and repair of the dwelling 37.1% 
Water supply 24.7% 
Electricity 15.6% 
Gas 22.3% 
Solid fuels 75.0% 
Furniture and furnishings, 21.9% 
Carpets and other floor coverings 82.5% 
Household textiles 16.0% 
Major household appliances whether electric or not 14.0% 
Small electric household appliance 29.1% 
Glassware, tableware and household utensils 43.2% 
Major tools and equipment 25.5% 
Small tools and miscellaneous accessories 72.1% 
Non-durable household goods 8.9% 
Domestic services and household services 72.9% 
Pharmaceutical products 56.5% 
Medical services 90.4% 
Paramedical services 84.1% 
Motor cars 35.2% 
Motorcycles 23.7% 
Bicycles 60.5% 
Spare parts, accessories for personal transport equipment 34.3% 
Fuels and lubricants for personal transport equipment 9.3% 
Maintenance and repair of personal transport equipment 39.7% 
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COICOP Group 
National 

RSE 
Other services in respect of personal transport equipment 17.5% 
Passenger transport by road 26.9% 
Passenger transport by air 21.2% 
Postal services 90.3% 
Telephone and telefax equipment 12.5% 
Telephone and telefax services 8.2% 
Equipment for the reception, recording of sound, pictures 26.3% 
Information processing equipment 22.9% 
Major durables for outdoor recreation 53.7% 
Maintenance, repair of other major durables 29.8% 
Games, toys and hobbies 50.2% 
Pets and related products 22.3% 
Recreational and sporting services 90.2% 
Cultural services 18.7% 
Games of chance 17.3% 
Books 34.4% 
Stationery and drawing materials 18.2% 
Pre-primary and primary education 35.8% 
Education not defined by level 64.9% 
Restaurants, cafes and the like 6.7% 
Accommodation services 33.6% 
Hairdressing salons and personal grooming 
establishments 33.9% 
Other appliances, articles and products for personal care 5.6% 
Other personal effects 23.6% 
Other services n.e.c. 52.3% 
Non-consumption expenditure – cash donation to others 35.8% 
Non-consumption expenditure – tax, fines 84.9% 
Non-consumption expenditure – home investment 75.8% 
Non-consumption – intermediate 25.3% 

 

Table 23: Average household expenditure and RSE by COICOP Subclass 

COICOP Subclass 
National 

RSE 
Rice in all forms 4.0% 
Maize, wheat, barley, oats, rye and other  12.8% 
Bread 6.3% 
Buns 90.1% 
Biscuits 8.8% 
Cakes 27.0% 
Other bakery products, e.g. quiches, pizzas, pies 23.2% 
Mixes, doughs for the preparation of bakery products 90.2% 
Pasta products 6.4% 
Cereal preparations, e.g. cornflakes, oat flakes 9.6% 
Fresh, chilled or frozen meat of bovine animals 8.8% 
Fresh, chilled or frozen meat of swine 44.6% 
Fresh, chilled or frozen meat of sheep 9.2% 
Fresh, chilled or frozen meat of chicken 4.9% 
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COICOP Group 
National 

RSE 
Fresh, chilled or frozen meat of duck, turkey 42.9% 
Dried, salted or smoked meat and edible offal 19.8% 
Other preserved or processed meat 5.6% 
Edible Offal 89.9% 
Fresh, chilled or frozen fish 7.1% 
Fresh, chilled or frozen seafood 87.6% 
Other preserved or processed fish and seafood 22.4% 
Dairy milk 12.6% 
Condensed milk 10.1% 
Powdered milk 7.1% 
Yoghurt 49.4% 
Cream 35.2% 
Milk-based desserts and beverages 35.5% 
Cheese 22.7% 
Eggs 8.2% 
Butter 11.6% 
Margarine, including diet margarine 54.3% 
Peanut butter 28.0% 
Edible oils (excludes cod or halibut liver oil) 8.7% 
Fresh, chilled or frozen fruit 10.0% 
Fresh, chilled, frozen or dried vegetables 13.2% 
Fresh or chilled potatoes and other tuber vegetables 51.9% 
Preserved, processed vegetables 13.1% 
Sugar, unrefined or refined, 8.7% 
Jam 55.7% 
Chocolate in bars or slabs 14.1% 
Toffees, pastilles and other confectionery products 31.5% 
Chewing gum 23.3% 
Indian sweets 31.0% 
Edible ice, ice cream and sorbet 18.1% 
Cocoa-based foods and cocoa-based desserts 20.0% 
Salt 9.1% 
Condiments and spices, e.g. cumin, pepper 52.9% 
Culinary herbs, e.g. coriander leaves, parsley 90.2% 
Sauces 8.9% 
Seasonings 26.5% 
Vinegar 20.9% 
Other food products, e.g. homogenised baby food 10.0% 
Coffee 7.6% 
Tea 6.5% 
Cocoa 38.4% 
Other non-alcoholic beverages 12.8% 
Mineral or spring waters 12.5% 
Soft drinks 27.5% 
Fruit juices 16.5% 
Syrups and concentrates for beverage preparations 8.5% 
Spirits 39.9% 
Wine and wine-based aperitifs 54.1% 
Imported beer 25.4% 
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COICOP Group 
National 

RSE 
Cigarettes 9.2% 
Kava (yaqona or sakau) 25.0% 
Tetron cotton 53.8% 
Garments 7.2% 
Clothing accessories, e.g. ties 43.2% 
Dry-cleaning of garments 36.3% 
Darning, mending, repair or altering of garments 73.2% 
Shoes 15.0% 
Rentals actually paid by tenants/sub-tenants  61.2% 
Imputed rentals of owner occupying their main house 6.1% 
Labour for the maintenance and repair of dwelling 37.1% 
Water charges 24.7% 
Electricity charges 15.6% 
Liquefied hydrocarbons (butane, propane, etc.) 22.3% 
Solid fuels, e.g. firewood, coal 75.0% 
Lounge furniture 32.6% 
Dining hall furniture 33.5% 
Bedroom furniture 25.4% 
Kitchen furniture 90.3% 
Loose carpets, fitted carpets and linoleum 82.5% 
Furnishing fabrics, e.g. curtains 39.8% 
Bedding, e.g. pillows 23.0% 
Bed linen 17.1% 
Bathroom linen 15.9% 
Major kitchen appliances 16.9% 
Major laundry appliances 18.2% 
Other major household appliances 23.6% 
Small electric household appliance, e.g. toasters 29.1% 
Non-electric household articles 43.2% 
Motorised tools and equipment 25.5% 
Small electric accessories, e.g. power sockets 72.1% 
Cleaning and maintenance products, e.g. soaps 6.9% 
Articles for cleaning, e.g. brooms 56.8% 
Other non-durable household articles, e.g. candles 25.7% 
Domestic services supplied by paid staff 72.9% 
Prescription medicine 89.9% 
Patent medicines 58.7% 
Consultation fee of physicians 90.4% 
Paramedical services, e.g. x-ray centres 90.1% 
Services of practitioners of traditional medicine 79.5% 
Purchase of motor cars with two- or four-wheel drives 35.2% 
Purchase of motorcycles 23.7% 
Bicycles and tricycles including rickshaws 60.5% 
Spare parts and accessories for personal transport 34.3% 
Fuels 9.3% 
Services purchased for the maintenance  39.7% 
Other services for personal transport equipment 9.6% 
Hire of personal transport equipment without driver 33.9% 
Transport of individuals by road 26.9% 
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COICOP Group 
National 

RSE 
Transport of individuals by aeroplane and helicopter 21.2% 
Postal services 90.3% 
Telephone and telefax equipment purchase 12.5% 
Telephone and telefax services 8.2% 
Equipment for the reception of sound and pictures 26.3% 
Information processing equipment 22.9% 
Major durables for outdoor recreation 53.7% 
Maintenance and repair of other major durables  29.8% 
Games, e.g. card and parlour games 50.2% 
Related products, e.g. pet food, fish tanks 22.3% 
Out-of-school individual or group lessons, e.g. gym 90.2% 
Cultural services provided by cinemas, museums… 35.8% 
Television and radio broadcasting 21.5% 
Services charges for lotteries, gaming machines, bingo 17.3% 
Books including scrap book for children 34.4% 
Stationery and drawing materials 18.2% 
Pre- primary and primary education 35.8% 
Educational programmes, generally for adults 64.9% 
Catering services provided by restaurants, cafés, etc. 9.0% 
The sale of food products, beverages by street vendors 23.2% 
The sale of cooked dishes by restaurants 6.5% 
Accommodation services of hotels, boarding houses 33.6% 
Hairdressing 41.5% 
Personal grooming 43.3% 
Articles of personal hygiene, e.g. toilet soap 8.4% 
Beauty products, e.g. lipstick 36.6% 
Other products, e.g. toilet paper 6.0% 
Travel goods, suitcases 23.6% 
Other services n.e.c., e.g. legal fee, fees 52.3% 
Non-consumption exp. - Cash donation to other HH 44.9% 
Non-consumption exp. - Cash donation to Church 34.3% 
Non-consumption exp. - Cash donation to community 90.4% 
Non-consumption exp. - Other cash donation 73.9% 
Non-consumption exp. - Fine and tax 84.9% 
Non-consumption exp. - Home investment 75.8% 
Non-consumption exp. - Intermed. Exp. – Fishing 29.0% 
Non-consumption exp. - Intermed. Exp. – Agriculture 64.2% 
Non-consumption exp. - Intermed. Exp. – Livestock, aquaculture 29.2% 
Non-consumption exp. - Intermed. Exp. – Handicraft 53.1% 
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Relative sampling errors for income aggregates 
Table 24 presents the RSEs for the total income aggregates, by PACCOI Division at national level.  

Tables 25 and 26 present the RSEs for income aggregates by PACCOI Group and Class at national level.  

Table 24: Average household income and RSE by PACCOI Division 

PACCOI Division 
National 

RSE 
Employment income 8.4% 
Property Income 18.2% 
Transfer Income 8.9% 
Casual receipts and lump sum distributions 12.3% 
Gifts and remittances 15.7% 
Imputed rent 6.1% 
Intermediate exp. -25.3% 
Total income 5.3% 

 

Table 25: Average household income and RSE by PACCOI Group 

PACCOI Group 
National 

RSE 
Employee benefits 8.6% 
Agric., fisheries, livestock, handicraft activities 21.3% 
Horticulture and Hunting 40.6% 
Home rental 36.7% 
Land lease 21.1% 
Royalties 23.6% 
Social security 30.2% 
Superannuation / Pension 9.6% 
Child support 61.4% 
Grants, Scholarships and other grants 71.5% 
Inheritance 12.3% 
Cash gifts/remittances received 66.6% 
Gift received 15.7% 
Imputed rent of owner-occupied households 6.2% 
Imputed rent – live in dwelling for free 33.9% 
Intermediate expenditure -25.3% 
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Table 26: Average household income and RSE by PACCOI Class 

PACCOI Class 
National 

RSE 
Cash income from employers 8.7% 
In-kind income from employers 26.5% 
Cash from agricultural crops 82.9% 
Subsistence from agricultural crops 30.1% 
Cash from fisheries 29.1% 
Subsistence from fisheries 33.1% 
Cash from livestock and aquaculture 58.1% 
Cash from handicrafts 47.2% 
Cash from hunting 42.1% 
Subsistence from huntings 52.8% 
Home rental 36.7% 
Land lease 21.1% 
Royalties 23.6% 
Social security 30.2% 
Superannuation/Pension 9.6% 
Child support 61.4% 
Grants, Scholarships and other grants 71.5% 
Inheritance 12.3% 
Cash gifts/remittances received 66.6% 
Gift received 15.7% 
Imputed rent of owner-occupied households 6.2% 
Imputed rent – live in dwelling for free 33.9% 
Agriculture -64.2% 
Fisheries -29.1% 
Livestock -29.2% 
Handicraft -53.1% 
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Contacts 

Nauru Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 

Ministry of Finance  
2nd Floor Civic Centre, Aiwo District, 
Republic of Nauru  

Phone: (+674)888 0219 
Web: https://stats.gov.nr/   
Email: ramrakhadetenamo@gmail.com 

Pacific Community (SPC) 

Statistics for Development Division 
Pacific Community  
BP D5, 98848 Noumea Cedex 
NEW CALEDONIA 

Phone: +687 262000 
Web: http://sdd.spc.int 
Email: spc@spc.int 

https://stats.gov.nr/
javascript:smae_decode('cmFtcmFraGFkZXRlbmFtb0BnbWFpbC5jb20=');
http://sdd.spc.int/
mailto:spc@spc.int
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